FRANCES (Universal, 1982)

68A.  INTERIOR.  ODETS’ APARTMENT – DAY

FRANCES comes in the front door with a bag of groceries.  CLURMAN is sitting at the dining room table.

FRANCES: Hello, Harold.

CLURMAN: Frances.

F: Where’s Clifford?

C: He’s not here.

F: So, what’s up?

C: Bourbon?

F: Okay.

He pours her a drink.

C: It’s getting cold out.

F: Yep. (She unwraps flowers and puts them in a vase) Pretty, aren’t they?

C: Lovely.  Just lovely.

F: Thank you.

C: Uhm-huhm.  (He hands her her drink and they toast) I hear you’re meeting with the studio lawyers to try and get out of your contract.

F: Well, I just don’t want them breathing down my neck while we’re in London.

C: Yeah, well, you see, that’s the point.  You won’t be going to London.

F: Don’t you think I’m good enough, Harold?

C: Well, of course you are.  It’s not that, it’s just – It’s money.  We needed backing and, ah…well, we found it.

F: Who?

C: An actress.

F: A rich actress?

C: Yes.  That’s the deal.  She plays Lorna Moon.

F: I thought we were supposed to be different, Harold.  Clifford says this company is different.  A group working together!

C: I know.  I know.

F: Isn’t that what this play is about?  What money and greed do to people?

C: Right now, we have to be practical.

F: Well then I’ll give you the money, Harold.  I’ll back the production.

C: It’s too late, Frances.  Well, besides, you don’t have that kind of money anymore.

F: What did Clifford say about this?  He doesn’t even know, does he?  Where is he?  I’m going to find him.

C: Frances.  He knows.  He approved it.

CLURMAN produces an envelope and places it in front of FRANCES.

C: Now, look.  I, I’m sorry.  Frances, you have done a great service for this group.  Your name has helped to draw people.  You’ve helped us grow, you’ve grown yourself.

F: Swell.  But, Harold, this theatre is everything to me.  Don’t you understand?  What am I going to do now?

C: Well.  Hollywood wants you back.  Right?

F: You…prick!

She leaves the room. 

